§1410.52

to the CRP contract, if the current op-
erator of the property is one of the con-
tract participants, such operator may,
as permitted by CCC, continue to re-
ceive payments under such contract if:

(1) The property is maintained in ac-
cordance with the terms of the con-
tract;

(2) Such operator continues to be the
operator of the property; and

(3) Ownership of the property re-
mains with such federal agency.

§1410.52 Violations.

(a)(1) If a participant fails to carry
out the terms and conditions of a CRP
contract, CCC may terminate the CRP
contract.

(2) If the CRP contract is terminated
by CCC in accordance with this para-
graph:

(i) The participant shall forfeit all
rights to further payments under such
contract and refund all payments pre-
viously received together, plus inter-
est; and

(ii) Pay liquidated damages to CCC in
an amount as specified in the contract.

(b) If the Deputy Administrator de-
termines such failure does not warrant
termination of such contract, the Dep-
uty Administrator may authorize relief
as the Deputy Administrator deems ap-
propriate.

(c) CCC may reduce a demand for a
refund under this section to the extent
CCC determines that such relief would
be appropriate and will not deter the
accomplishment of the goals of the
program.

§1410.53 Executed CRP contract not
in conformity with regulations.

If, after a CRP contract is approved
by CCC, it is discovered that such CRP
contract is not in conformity with this
part, these regulations shall prevail,
and CCC may, at its sole discretion,
terminate or modify the CRP contract,
effective immediately or at a later date
as CCC determines appropriate.

§1410.54 Performance based upon ad-
vice or action of the Department.

The provisions of §718.8 of this chap-
ter relating to performance based upon
the action or advice of an authorized
representative of the Department shall
be applicable to this part, and may be
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considered as a basis to provide relief
to persons subject to sanctions under
this part to the extent that relief is
otherwise required by this part.

§1410.55 Access to land under con-
tract.

(a) Any representative of the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, or designee
thereof, shall, for purposes related to
this program, be provided by the offer-
or or participant as the case may be,
with access to land that is:

(1) The subject of an application for a
contract under this part; or

(2) Under contract or otherwise sub-
ject to this part.

(b) For land identified in paragraph
(a) of this section, the participant or
producer shall provide such representa-
tives with access to examine records
for the land to determine land classi-
fication, erosion rates, or other pur-
poses and to determine whether it is in
compliance with the terms and condi-
tions of the CRP contract.

§1410.56 Division of payments and
provisions about tenants and share-
croppers.

(a) Payments received under this
part shall be divided as specified in the
applicable contract and CCC shall en-
sure that producers who would have an
interest in acreage being offered re-
ceive treatment that is equitable, as
determined by the Deputy Adminis-
trator. CCC may refuse to enter into a
contract when there is a disagreement
among persons seeking enrollment as
to a person’s eligibility to participate
in the contract as a tenant and there is
insufficient evidence to indicate
whether the person seeking participa-
tion as a tenant does or does not have
an interest in the acreage offered for
enrollment in the CRP.

(b) CCC may remove an operator or
tenant from a CRP contract when:

(1) The operator or tenant requests in
writing to be removed from the CRP
contract;

(2) The operator or tenant files for
bankruptcy and the trustee or debtor
in possession fails to affirm the con-
tract, to the extent permitted by appli-
cable bankruptcy laws;
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